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•What is Urban Design 

• The arrangement and appearance of 
public space 

• Design practice that incorporated 
planning, architecture, and landscape 
architecture

• It focuses on ways the community 
experiences and uses the public 
domain
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• Along the Johnson Ferry Road 
corridor

• Serves as eastern Cobb 
County’s main north-south 
thoroughfare 

• Located between Roswell Road 
(to the north) and the 
Chattahoochee River (the 
County’s eastern boundary with 
Fulton County)

• The total length of the study area 
is about 3.4 miles, connecting 
with the major east-west arterial 
streets of Roswell Road and 
Lower Roswell Road

• The corridor extends southeast 
into Fulton County, connecting 
with the City of Sandy Springs, 
Interstate 285, State Route 400 
and the Perimeter Mall area.

• Site Context
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• Incorporates all the commercial 
properties adjacent to Johnson 
Ferry Road and part of Roswell 
Road and Lower Roswell Road. 

• Also the area includes ten-foot 
buffer both side adjacent to the 
right-of-way* in the residential 
area along those three roads. 

*right-of-way: includes street lanes, medians, 
sidewalks and landscape strips between street 
lane and sidewalk.

• Site Area
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• Site Aerial
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Extent:

• On Johnson Ferry Road –

North to Roswell Road, 

South to Chattahoochee River

• On Roswell Road –

West to East Side Elementary 
School, 

East to The Avenue Shopping Center

• On Lower Roswell Road –

West to Mount Bethel United 
Methodist Church, 

East to Parkaire Triangle Shopping 
Center
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• Site Character
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Land Use:

• North Portion: between Roswell Rd to Lower Roswell Rd – Commercial Corridor, Activity Center

• South Portion: between Lower Roswell Rd to Chattahoochee River – Residential Neighborhood, mid. to low 

density residential 
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• Zoning Activity

• Within the Design boundary in 2.5 years total rezoning case is 9 (6 Approved, 3 Denied).

• Study area has more zoning activities comparing to the overall county: 
-- 5.9 cases / sq mile in the study area vs. 1.4 cases / sq mile in the county
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•Building History

• Majority of the buildings 
were constructed between 
1970 and 2000. 

• Especially much of the 
shopping centers were 
built in 1980s. 
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• Nature Features

Most of the major streets run on fairly flat land with slope at 1-

3% grade. A few areas have slope between 3% to 5.5%. 

Only the slope at the south end of the Johnson Ferry Road from 

Paper Mill Rd to Chattahoochee River is  about 9.4% which is 

undesirable for biking. Acceptable slope for bicyclists is less 

than 8% grade.
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Most of the study area locates on the watershed so that there 

is few flood plain within the boundary except the north bank of 

Chattahoochee River.  

The major public greenspace are the public green trail which is 

also on the north bank of Chattahoochee River and Felton 

Property north of Paper Mill Village.
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• Street Pattern

• Major north-south corridor in East Cobb: 

Johnson Ferry Road

• Main west and east connections in East 
Cobb:  Roswell Road and Lower Roswell 
Road

• Other minor streets: 

North-south: East Cobb Drive, Woodlawn 
Drive, Little Willeo Road

East-west: Paper Mill Road, Powers Road, 
Columns Drive 

• North part, Activity Center: many curb-cuts, 
lack inter-parcel connection

• South part, residential neighborhood: cul-de-
sac street structure

• Most of the major and minor streets have 
sidewalks on both side of the roadway, 
except Paper Mill Road
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Residential cul-de-sac Curb cuts
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• Projects and Programs

-- Chattahoochee River Bridge on Johnson 
Ferry Road is being widen currently

-- 6-Year Transportation Improvement 
Program (2005):

• Street Traffic Condition

-- Travel time on Johnson Ferry Road from 
Roswell Road to Chattahoochee River (Fulton 
County) increased from 19.15 minutes in 2000 
to 25.24 in 2010

-- Vehicle Level of Service (LOS) of the entire 
corridor from Shallowford Road to Fulton 
County remained at level C from 2000 to 2010

-- Bicycle LOS of Johnson Ferry Road within 
our boundary is level E

-- Pedestrian LOS of Johnson Ferry Road 

within our boundary is level D through E
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• Common Places
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• 13 shopping centers 

• Retail and office mixed-use commercial 
strip spread out along more than 1 mile 
long corridor

• Institutional place:

-- 3 public schools

-- 1 church academy

-- 4 preschools

-- 4 churches

-- 4 assisted livings

-- 1 library

-- 2 sports fields

-- Government service center, fire station 
and police department
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• Commercial Activity

•• Retail TrendRetail Trend
-- Strip retails have a lower vacancy rate compared to 
shopping centers

-- Shopping centers need anchor stores to drive the 
commercial activities 

-- The Avenue shopping center has zero vacancy rate

-- Under performing shopping center: Parkaire Mall Shopping 
Center (high vacancy rate, except Kroger- 80% vacancy rate)

•• Office TrendOffice Trend
-- Considerable office space available for leasing

•• DemolitionDemolition
-- Original Media Play building in Merchant Walk Shopping 
Center has been torn down

•• New ConstructionNew Construction
-- New Wachovia Bank building and Whole Foods Market at 
Merchant Walk shopping center

-- Major renovation of existing retail buildings at Merchant 
Walk

-- Johnson Ferry Baptist Church expansion

-- Kroger renovation at Parkaire Mall
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• Demographic

• Population & Household

Johnson Ferry Urban Design
Phase One

Census Data Collection Area
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• The estimated 2010 Daytime Population 
22,261



• Demographic II Johnson Ferry Urban Design
Phase One

Elementary School High School 

Student Population Projection
Legend
FTE Curr = Current FTE (as of October 2009)
FTE 2013 = McKibben FTE Projection for 2013
O/U Curr = Over(+) or Under(-) Capacity
O/U 2013 = Projected Over(+) or Under(-) Capacity at Year 2013

• School Enrollment
Elementary School: (Mount Bethel, Sope Creek)

current: +97 over capacity

2013 projected: -80 under capacity

Middle School: (Dickerson, Dodgen)

current: +111 over capacity

2013 projected: +250 over capacity

High School: (Walton)

current: +234 over capacity

2013 projected: +84 over capacity Middle School
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• Identify positive and negative attributes of the corridor

• Discuss opportunities for improvement
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• Public Meetings

21212121



• Next Steps

• Analyze initial public comments

• Develop the synoptic survey

• Conduct an image preference 
survey

• Develop numerous roadway 
design ideas
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Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!
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Website Location:Website Location:

http://comdev.cobbcountyga.gov/johnson-ferry/


